
Peace of Mind
Kordyban Lodge



A Serene Environment

Novak Family Spiritual and Meditation Room is a place 
where reading, yoga, or quiet contemplation may be 
enjoyed in a serene environment.

Not having to worry about having a place to stay gives northern British Columbians the opportunity 
to focus on getting better.



Dear Friends,

Like most people, I’ve been touched by the effects of cancer. 
I lost my business partner to pancreatic cancer in 2001, and 
I’ve supported the Canadian Cancer Society ever since.

When I heard about this campaign, I knew it was a perfect fit 
for me because it supports people from so many communi-
ties in Northern BC. My company has benefited from work 
opportunities all across the north, and this is a great way for 
me to give back to the communities that have been so good 
to me.

I know that when people are diagnosed, their life is tipped 
on end and they’re in turmoil. I’ve seen friends experience 
the financial burden and family upheaval of being away from 
home for extended periods of time for cancer treatment. 
People face so many challenges, especially when they have 
to travel for treatment. They need a warm welcome and 
some stability. 

And that’s something we can do to make it easier. We can 
make sure people have one less thing to worry about while 
they’re going through treatment. By reducing the cost of the 
Lodge, including the food and emotional support it provides, 
we can take care of northerners so they can focus on getting 
better.

We can give them some peace of mind.

Bob Redden, Chair
Peace of Mind Campaign

Each year, more than 800 northerners affected by cancer stay at the Kordyban Lodge while receiving 
treatment for cancer or to access the support programs delivered at the Lodge.

By the north, for the north



The Kordyban Lodge is a friendly, caring place where both staff and 
guests are sensitive to the financial, physical and emotional toll cancer 
takes. Services such as three nutritionally balanced meals each day, 
snacks, Wi-Fi, volunteer driver service, meditation and relaxation 
sessions, exercise facilities, and a wig and breast prosthesis bank are 
available to all.

However, the need to stay away from home while receiving cancer 
treatment means that northerners may incur undue economic hardship 
for extended periods of time. And instances where guests have opted 
not to receive treatment due to the need for extended stays away from 
home communities is heartbreaking.

A Home Away From Home

The Kordyban Lodge has been a ‘home away from home’ for more than 3700 people over the past 
five years.



When Michael Downes first walked into Kordyban Lodge, it felt like a home-
coming. “My mother canvassed tirelessly for the Canadian Cancer Society for 
many years, so I immediately felt comfortable. Everyone is so welcoming.” 

Michael logged and worked in the bush for over 20 years – but the next 7 
weeks would be the hardest job of his life. His diagnosis of Stage 4 naso-
pharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma required 35 radiation treatments and 7 
chemotherapy sessions. “They told me it was the strongest treatment they 
give anyone,” he said. “It was the most difficult thing I’ve ever done. If it 
weren’t for the services that are in place, I wouldn’t have made it.”

Those services included excellent medical care, the emotional support of being 
at the Lodge, and access to financial help through the Canadian Cancer 
Society’s Travel Treatment Fund. “I paid a fortune in prescriptions, and I paid 
for my daughter to stay with someone while I was away, as well as paying for 
the Lodge. I don’t like to take charity, but sometimes you need the help.”

Now back at home after treatment, Michael finds himself missing the friends 
he made at the Lodge. “We would sit in the TV room, all of us together 
playing cards, watching the hockey game and joking with each other. It was 
like being with your family. I’ve got invitations to go visit people all over the 
place.”

“I can never say enough about the people at the Canadian Cancer Society. I’m 
grateful for the support and the research that made my treatment possible. I 
have a PET scan in Vancouver to see if the cancer is gone, so I’m not out of the 
woods yet. But I still have a lot of things I want to do, and I want to be there 
for my daughter. She’s 17, and that’s too young for me to leave her.”

The Peace of Mind campaign will give people like Michael one less thing to 
worry about while going through treatment. In his words, “Thank you to 
everyone who has made the Lodge possible – I hope you know what this 
means for people.”

A Northern Experience

“I will never forget this experience. You come to rely on people.”
Michael Downes



It’s such a blessing

“I don’t know what I would have done without the Lodge. It’s just amazing. It was my lifesaver.”
Melissa Hunter

Melissa Hunter’s diagnosis of multiple myeloma 
10 years ago has entailed ongoing treatments. 
“Some years were good, some not so good. 
After a stem cell transplant, things got better for 
a time. But now I have a few lesions on my 
bones so I needed 2 rounds of radiation.”

Fortunately, when she had to come to Prince 
George, she found all the comforts of home at 
Kordyban Lodge and took part in many activities 
that were a welcome distraction from the pain 
and discomfort of treatment.

“I played pool every day and listened to music. I 
enjoyed the cleanliness of the place. Everyone is 
so warm and friendly that you feel like you’re at
home! There were snacks available, and 
coffee/tea. That’s important to me because I’m 
an early riser, so I could get a cup of coffee and 
relax for a couple hours and read.”  

While Melissa credits Kordyban Lodge for helping
her through a very difficult time, she almost 
didn’t stay there. “My stay was paid for by
disability – I wouldn’t have been able to afford it 
otherwise,” explains Melissa.



It is unfortunate enough to have this diagnosis. Without the Kordyban Lodge there would 
be a lot of people who have been diagnosed with cancer that would have nowhere to go. 
Having a place to sleep and eat is only part of the shared experience. The relationships that 
guests form with other guests, staff and volunteers at the Lodge are a lifeline at one of the 
most difficult times in their lives.

The current nightly fee at the Kordyban Lodge is $54 per guest. This fee includes all meals 
and snacks daily as well as access to Lodge services. With an average stay of 5.5 days, and 
with some guests requiring lodging for up to 6 weeks, there are instances where people 
have opted not to receive treatment rather than incur undue economic hardship.

The Peace of Mind Campaign is an opportunity for you to help northerners through the 
cancer journey. The total goal of the campaign is $450,000 and this will provide funding to 
lower the nightly Lodge fee to $20 per guest. The long-term goal is to ensure that this 
service is provided annually. Every gift is a step closer to this goal.

We invite you to contribute to supporting northern British Columbians affected by cancer. 
There is opportunity to pledge a gift over one to three years. A gift chart is available for 
donors which includes levels of giving and recognition associated with each level.

You can make a difference in the lives of northerners by giving people one less thing to 
worry about while going through treatment.

Stronger together
Here’s how many northerners 
the Lodge served in 2018:

150 Mile House 18
Burns Lake 38
Chetwynd 15
Dawson Creek 94
Fort St. James 35
Fort St. John 120
Fraser Lake 13
Hazelton 51
Houston 21
Kitimat 48
Kitwanga 25
Mackenzie 42
McBride 37
Port Edward 5
Prince Rupert 67
Queen Charlotte City 6
Quesnel 62
Smithers 103
Telkwa 19
Terrace 171
Tumbler Ridge                    34
Valemount 22
Vanderhoof 37
Williams Lake 55

28 people per week in northern BC are diagnosed with some form of cancer.

A growing, aging, and diverse northern population means that the need to support others in their 
cancer journey is more vital now than ever.
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Together we can help northern British Columbians 
have peace of mind through their cancer journey.

Your gift significantly impacts cancer patients and 
their families.

“I couldn’t even imagine a better place to 
stay while going through cancer treatment. 
Thank you.”
  Michael Downes

To learn more about the Peace of Mind Campaign
or to make a donation, contact
Canadian Cancer Society
1100 Alward Street, Prince George, BC V2M 7B1
Telephone: 250-564-0885
Email: north@cancer.ca

Thank you
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